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TRAC, active since 1984, is dedicated to a vision of fast, frequent, convenient and clean passenger rail service for California.  
We promote these European-style transportation options through increased public awareness and legislative action.

Caltrain

ALTAMONT COMMUTER EXPRESS

ACE
Amtrak California

Amtrak CaliforniaAmtrak California

S U R F L I N E R
Amtrak

Amtrak California

                 June 3, 2024 
     
 
By Email 
TAMC Board of Directors 
Transportation Agency for Monterey County 
55-B Plaza Circle 
Salinas, CA.  93901 
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/contact-us 
 
Re:  A Low-Cost Rail Option Consistent with Prop. 116 
        instead of Marina-Seaside/Sand City Busway 
 
Dear TAMC Board of Directors:  
 
The Train Riders Association of California (TRAC) has advocated for improving 
passenger rail in California for four decades. Our organization is currently 
involved in several efforts around the state to restore rail lines to service including 
Mendocino County and Santa Cruz (see https://calrailnews.org/trac-releases-
santa-cruz-rail-study/ ). 
 
As the new President of TRAC, I rely on my Master of Urban Planning (MUP), my 
background as a Monterey Peninsula resident and 40+ years of experience as a 
transit planner to offer a proposal for an affordable rail project that could replace 
the stalled busway project.  
 
Shortcomings of the Proposed Marina-Seaside/Sand City Busway 
In reviewing the locations of traffic congestion on the Monterey Peninsula, TRAC 
finds that the main congested segment of Highway 1 during weekday evening 
peak periods starts before the Aguajito Road interchange and ends east of the 
Canyon Del Rey interchange (Figure 1 on page 2, from Google Maps).  
 
During the same peak period, Highway 1 traffic on the six-lane segment between 
the Fremont Boulevard and Marina exits is generally free flowing. That suggests 
to us that a busway using the railroad right-of-way between Marina and Seaside/ 
Sand City would have relatively little effect on congestion.  
 
We don't see how the busway can provide a net savings of time between Marina 
and the Sand City Station compared to current bus operations on Highway 1. 
Currently, MST Route 20 requires 16 minutes in each direction between the 
Marina Transit Exchange and Sand City Station. To access the busway, buses 
will still have to travel over Marina surface streets, perhaps saving a minute or 
two each way due to bypassing the traffic signal at Del Monte Boulevard and 
Reindollar Avenue. TRAC believes its rail proposal would provide the residents  
 



and visitors of Monterey County with far greater benefits using the grants totaling $78 million. 

 
Figure 1. Typical Weekday Highway 1 Congestion, Monterey & Seaside   

 

A Low-Cost Rail Alternative 
We propose an alternative: redirect the $78 million Busway grant to upgrading the 9.7-mile rail 
line to Class II and Class II conditions and offering an innovative rail shuttle between Beach 
Road in Marina and downtown Monterey, aimed at both local residents and perhaps as 
importantly, a shuttle service for visitors. Unlike previous TAMC studies, TRAC proposes to 
upgrade existing trackage like railroads do, which is relatively inexpensive. Most government-
sponsored rail projects are very costly complete rail and sub-ballast replacements, which is 
what made TAMC's earlier rail proposal infeasible.  

The largest expenses would be tie replacement, replacement of some existing rails, regrading 
portions of the rail alignment to modern standards, and some realignments of the Monterey Bay 
Recreational Trail, mostly east of the Park Avenue/Del Monte Avenue intersection in Monterey to 
Canyon Del Rey Boulevard. 




